
Owners 

5,545 

Renters 

3,590 

$50,045 

 

Median Income 

Spent >30% of income on shelter 

16% 

 In core housing need* 

 

8% 

254 senior applicants  

        for existing social              

           housing 
921  

filled 

units  

2001 2011 2036 2011 2001 2041 

9,135 hhlds 

42,950 hhlds 59% Renters 

39% Renters 



Of 336,185 people in the region, 37,810 are a visible minority, 

12,770 are Chinese(1) and of these… 

23% live in the City of Victoria  

 

40% most often speak a Chinese language at home 

 

60% were born outside of Canada 

 

Individuals earn 77% of the median income of the total 

population (77% 0f $33,301 in 2010) 
 

Approximately 1,219 more Chinese have become landed 

immigrants between 2011 and 2014 
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NEED FOR AFFORDABLE SENIORS HOUSING 

21% (350) are renters(2) 

68% (1135) speak a Chinese language at home and  

240 of these are renters(2) 

175 more people are between 55-64 and are renters 

78% were born outside of Canada 

Earn 69% of the median income of the total age group 

(36% Cantonese, 41% Chinese, 23% Mandarin) 

CANADIANS IN GREATER VICTORIA 

Based on the data analysis(3) for the Greater Victoria area, in 

2011, between 240-350 Chinese Canadian seniors have a 

need for subsidized seniors housing that is culturally-

appropriate.  

In-migration may significantly affect these numbers. 

CHINESE 

Prepared by M. Thomson Consulting. October 2015. Sources: Census/NHS (2011), Welcome BC (2014).  

(1) Defined as self-reported ethnic minority population. (2) Tenure information is based on the assumption that the Chinese ethnic population mirrors tenure patterns in the Census Metropolitan Area global population. 

Home ownership rates may be higher for the Chinese population. (3) Renters have significantly lower incomes than owners and no equity in real estate and are thereby more likely to need non-market housing. However, 

many may find support in multi-generational household arrangements or receive income support from family members. Therefore, only a share would actually transition into non-profit rental or assisted living arrangements. 

Also, some seniors in ownership housing may need non-market housing or assisted living support. See Somerville, Wazeer, Wetzel (2011) for limitations discussion. The 2011 National Household Survey for Greater Victoria 

has a global non-response rate of 22.7% resulting in potential non-response bias. Particularly vulnerable households and those with language-barriers are less likely to respond, resulting in an undercount of seniors in need.  


